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before the twenty-fifth day of December in every yeat, to the treafurer of the wei-
tern fhore, for the ufe of this ftate; on all which fums, fo to be received and
paid, the faid attorney-general, and his deputies refpectively, fhall be entitled to
retain five per centum commiffion for their trouble on fuch receipts and pay-
ments, and fhall alfo charge a fee on the iffuing every execution as aforefaid, in
the fame manner as other fees are charged by attornies in civil actions.

IV. anp be it enafted, That the clerk of the general court and of each coun-
ty court, {hall, on or before the fifteenth day of December yearly, make out and
deliver unto the governor and the conncil for the time being, complete lifts of all
fuch forfeitures and fines as {hall be incurred in their refpeive courts, under the
penalty of two hundred pounds current money for every negle&t or omiffion fo to
do; and the faid attorney-genmeral and his deputies, fhall alfo make out and deli-
ver unto the treafurer of the weftern thore, on or before the faid fifteenth day of
December yearly, complete lifts of the faid forfeitures and fines arifing in the
counties in which they fhall refpectively profecute, under the like penalty. Pro-
vided, that nothing in this a& contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend,
to prevent the feveral courts, as they might heretofore lawfully do, from commit-
ing any perfon or perfons for the nen-payment of any fine or fines impofed, if
they fhall deem it expedient fo to do.

~ C H A P. XIV.
An ACT for quartering foldiers.

This a&, as appears by the preamble only, was to continue only during the war. It authorifed the go-
vernor to appoint quarter-mafters in proper diftricts, who, on receiving convenient notice from the com-
mander of any detachment in the fervice of the United States, or any of them, were to provide quarters.
"The line prefcribed to thefe quarteratnafters was firft to endeavour to hire. houfes. If a fufficient number
could not be fo procured, they were directed to take empty houfes.' If the number of thefe were inade-
quate, the troops were then to be billeted on taverns according to their number, ability and convenience 3
and in cafe further quarters were wanted, billets were to be given on fuch perfons as had not figned the
affociation, or who fhould thereafter, by any legal authority, be adjudged enemies or difaffeGted. The
iaft recourfe was to be had to billeting on good citizens.

Where troops quartered did not receive rations, the owners of the houfes were to furnith them, at cer-
tain rates, to be paid by the commanding officer, or exprefled in a certificate, which might be difcharged
by either treafurer. Certificates were likewife to be given by the quarter-mafters of the fums due for
houfes, to be afcertained either by agreement or by the valuation of a fworn appraifer, and difcharged in
the fame manner. And the United States; or any of them, were to be charged with the expence incurred
on their account. o
~ Where there was no quarter-mafter, or where he negle&ed his duty, a juftice might a& in his room.
A juftice might alfo, on requeft of the owner, enter any houfe fo hired or taken, and have the amount of
any damage therein committed afcertained by an appraifer. If done by a private, he was to inform the
commanding officer, but if done by, or with the connivance of, an officer, his name was to be notified to
the commanding officer and to the commander in chief. o , :

Any perfon zuthorifed to exectité this a&, for billeting wives, children or fervants; without confent of
the owner, or for refufing; for the fpace of two hours, to provide quarters after due requifition and notice,
or for taking, demanding of contrading, for a reward, to excufe any perfon from receiving troops, was
to forfeit not more than £. 5, nor lefs than 40f to be recovered and levied under warrant either on the
perfon or goods, ene half for the county, the other for the informer. 'The fame penalty was incurred by
refufing to take or provide for a foldier. :

| C H A, P. XV. -
An ACT to open the courts of juftice, and for other purpofes.

HEREAS at a convention begun and held at the city of Annapolis, on.
the twenty-fixth day of July, feventeen hundred and feventy-five, and
¥ continued till the fourteenth day of Auguft in the fame year, it was
declared and refolved, That in all fuits and actions then depending or commenced
within this province, where there was no real difpute, the fuiters and attornies
{hould proceed, with all convenient {peed, to fettle the fame by judgment, refer-
etce, ‘or other amicable way ; and that in all fuits and a&ions then depending or
commenced (where there were real difputes, and which could not be fettled in an
amicable manner, or tried with juftice to the parties) ought to ftand and remain,
during thefe times of public calamity, in their then prefent ftate and condition, or be
continued until otherwife ordered by a¢t of affembly, or fome future convention ;

~ fave and except only that bail might furrender tt%i;- principals in their own dif-
1

charge, and for want of other bail, that the principal might be committed ; and
that thereafter proper provifion ought to be made, bgv act of affembly, for rein~
ftatipg, re«eftablithing and profecuting the bufinefs of the courts, and for barring
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